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I am writing in support of [llinois and Indiana’s grant application for the Illiana
Expressway Freight Corridor. Funding from this program will allow the Illiana
Expressway to quickly and resourcefully expand to meet the needs of commuters

throughout these two states.

The Nliana expressway has long played a role in the development of the bi-state region.
There are currently over 215,000 vehicles that travel between the two stales everyday. An
antiquated transportation system will prevent an efficient flow of goods and people,
which could negatively impact the entire region.

Again, | would like to express my support for the [lliana application. If you require
additional information, please contact my Chicago Director, Clarisol Duque, at (312)

353-4952,

Very truly yours,

Richard J. Durbin
United States Senator
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Mr. James Ray

Chief Counsel

Federal Highway Administration
400 Seventh Street SW, FRoom #4213
Washington, D.C. 20580

Dear Mr. Ray:

I write to urge you to include the propesed Illiana Expressway and
Freight Corridor into the “Corridors of the Future® program.

The Illiana Expressway would provide vitally needed new highway
capacity in the already congested and rapidly expanding bi-state
corridor which serves as the primary gateway to Chicago and the
freight hub of the Midwest.

The Illiana has been the subject of much talk - but little action -
for decades, even as the area between Chicago and Northwest Indiana
centinues to experience significant growth in population, employment
and traffic. As a result, the corridor's alignment has been pushed
farther south (and further from the urban center) and may soon face
the risk of moving teoo far cut to effectively relieve existing
overcrowded esast-west corridors. It is essential, therefore, that
studies begin soon so that a right-of-way which will maximize benefits
for our national highway system is identified and preserved,

A “Corridor of the Future” designation would expedite planning so that
the Illiana is designed properly to enhance safety, reduce congestion,
create economic copportunities, and improve movement of people and
products throughcut one of the busiest regicns in our country,.

Once again, I strongly urge you to designate the Illiana Expressway
and Freight Corridor as part of the “Corridors of the Future” program,

s bhns

Jesse L. Jackson, Jr.
Membter of Congress

Sincerely,
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May 14, 2007

Mr. James D. Ray

Chief Counsel

Federal Highway Administration
400 Seventh Street, SW, Room 4213
Washington, D.C. 20590

Dear Mr. Ray:

On behalf of the South Suburban Mayors and Managers Association, [ would like to
express my support for development of the Illiana Expressway and Freight Corridor, and
in Particular, the approval of this corridor for inclusion in the Corridors of the Future

Program.

The Illiana Expressway has been identified in long-range plans for the bi-state region
since the early 1900s, for the purpose of providing a connection between the western and
southern suburbs of Chicago and northwest Indiana. As the Chicago region has expanded
geographically over the decades, the portions of the region that are traversed by the
[liana Corridor have grown rapidly in terms of both population and employment. With
this growth has come a significant increase in commulting patterns between the two stales,
while at the same time, through traffic (including both passenger vehicles and heavy
trucks) on the area’s expressways and arteriais has experienced tremendous growth. As
the volume of traffic grows, congestion increases, resulting in delay to passenger vehicles
and the movement of freight. Because the Chicago region serves as the freight hub of the
Midwest, the delays on our roadways ultimately have impact on the economy of both our

region and the nation,

Since the llliana Expressway was initially proposed, its potential alignment has been
pushed further south as development threatens potential right-of-way for the corridor. As
the corridor moves further from the urban area, it faces the risk of becoming less effective
in providing relief to the congested east-west roadways that exist to the north. It is
therefore essential that project development studies begin in the very near future in order
to provide a mechanism for preserving a corridor for the expressway before it once again
becomes threatened

10444 BOUTH WESTERN AVEMNLIE



By receiving the designation of “Corridor of the Future”, the Illiana project will have an
opportunity to become eligible for certain benefits that will expedite the project
development process.

[ strongly encourage your approval of the Illiana Expressway and Freight Corndor for
further development in the Corridors of the Future Program. Your consideration of the
application attached herewith will be sincerely appreciated.

Sincerely,
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Edward D. Maloney
State Senator-18" District
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May 1], 2007

Mr. James D. Ray

Chief Counsel

Federal Highway Administrafion
400 Seventh St., SW, Room 4213
Washington, D.C. 20590

Dear Mr. Ray,

On behalf of the eighteen communities that | represent, I full heartily support the development of
the Hiiana expressway and Freight Corridor, and in particular, the approval of this corridor for
inclusion in the corvidors of the Future Program.

The flliana Expressway has been identified in long-range plans for the bi-state region since the
early 1900's, for the purpose of providing a connection between the western and southern
suburbs of Chicago and northwest Indiana. As the Chicago region has expanded geographically
over the decades, the portions of the region that are traversed by the lliana Corridor have grown
rapidly in terms of both population and employment. With this growth has come a significant
Increase in commuling patterns between the two states, while at the same time, through traffic
(including both passenger vehicles and heavy trucks) on the area’s expressways and arterials has
experienced tremendous growth. Existing east-west routes novth of the liiana Corridor,
including 1-80/1-94, I-90 and U.S. 30, are curvently carrying over 213,000 vehicles per day
between the two states. The Borman Expressway (I-80/1-94) alone at its heaviest point carries a
daily volume of over 155,000 vehicles. As the volume of traffic grows, congestion increases,
resulting in delay to passenger vehicles and the movement of freight. Because the Chicago
region serves as the freight hub of the Midwest, the delays on our roadways ultimately have an
impaci on the economy of both our region and the nation.

Since the Iliiana Expressway was initially proposed, its potential alignment has been pushed
further south as development threatens potential right-of-way for the corridor. As the corridor
maves further from the urban area, it faces the risk of becaming less effective in providing relief
to the congested east-west roadways that exist to the north. It is thevefore essential that project
development studies begin in the very near future in order to provide a mechanism for preserving
a corridor for the expressway before it once again becomes threatened,
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By receiving the designation of “Corridor of the Future", the llliana project will have an
apporiunity to become eligible for certain benefits that will expedite the project development
process. These benefits, including streamlined environmental review and permitting, innovative
financing, and access to US, DOT experts for assistance in moving the profect forward, could
shave years off the project timeline. This would enable the Hiana Expressway to be constructed,
operational and reaping the benefits of enhances safety, reduced congestion and economic
opportunities that will vesult from the ability to move peaple and freight more freely (o, from
within and through the region.

1 strongly encourage your approval of the llliana Expressway and Freight Corridor for further
development in the Corridors of the Future Program. Your consideration of the application
attached kerewith will be sincerely appreciated.

Respectfully,
M. Maggie Croty
State Senator ~ 19" District



Renee Kosel

State Representative » Slst Dhstrict
Springfield Office: Stratton Office Building Springfield, illinois 62706 217.782.0424 217 557.7249 fox
May 11, 2007

Mr. James D. Ray

Chief Counsel

Federal Highway Administration
400 Seventh Street, SW, Room 4213
Washington, DC 20590

Dear Mr. Ray,

As Illinois State Representative of the 81% Legislative District, I wish 1o express my
support for the development of the [lliana Expressway and Freight Corridor and, in
particular, the approval of this corridor for inclusion in the Corridors of the Future

Program.

This project is desperately needed for the state of Ilinois and our neighboring state
Indiana. I have spoken with representatives from Indiana about this, and we are in
agreement that this project urgently needs to move forward.

By receiving the designation of “Corridor of the Future”, the [lliana project will have an
opportunity to become eligible for certain benefits that will expedite the project
development process. [ strongly encourage your approval of the Illiana Expressway and
Freight Corridor for further development in the Corridors of the Future Program. Your
consideration of the application as submitted is sincerely appreciated.

Thank you for your consideration and attention to this request.

rd . .
L-/‘{E Kosel

[llinois State Representative — §1¥ Legislative District
Assistant House Republican Leader

=l
et
|

08.479.7977 fux

. |

Thstrct Office: 19201 8. LaGrange Kood, Suite 204°B, Mokena, fllinois 60448 708.479.4200



| ; o e SER ¥ =

DISTRIGT OFFICE ILLINOIS HOUSE OF REFRESENTATIVES COMMITTEES
:__:!..—',"-:3 :EE'TI_:'W‘T-:. BOA45 * Chairmen - Tollway Crversight
Crestwand, ilinaiz G044 i
T06-355-£822 Suburban # * Vice Chairman
773-2687-1288 Chicago # Health & Heallhcara Disparities
70E-355-2 B9E Fax * Exacutive

SPRINGFIELD DFFICE + Consumer Frotection
#82-5 Stratton Buliding + Enwviranment & Enargy
Springfinid, Ninois B2704 b
217-E58-1000
217-556-1087 Fax

e-mail: robertoobriia &aal.com R{}&Eﬂ #q. g{}ttﬂ,

STATE REFRESEMNTATIVE - 2B™ DISTRICT

* INEUMANRCS

May 10, 2007

Mr. James D. Ray

Chief Counsel

Federal Highway Administration
400 Seventh Street, SW, Room 4213
Washington, D.C. 20590

Dear Mr. Ray:

On behalf of House District 28, 1 would like to express my support for development
of the Illiana Expressway and Freight Corridor, and in particular, the approval of
this corridor for inclusion in the Corridors of the Future Program.

The Ilhana Expressway has been identified in long-range plans for the bi-state region
since the early 1900s, for the purpose of providing a connection between the western and
southern suburbs of Chicago and northwest Indiana. As the Chicago region has expanded
geographically over the decades, the portions of the region that are traversed by the
llliana Corridor have grown rapidly in terms of both population and employment. With
this growth has come a significant increase in commuting patterns between the two states,
while at the same time, through traffic (including both passenger vehicles and heavy
trucks}) on the area’s expressways and arterials has experienced tremendous growth.
Existing east-west routes north of the Illiana Corridor, mcluding 1-80/1-94, 1-90 and

U.5. 30, are currently carrying over 215,000 vehicles per day between the two states.

The Borman Expressway (I-80/1-94 ) alone at its heaviest point carries a daily volume

of over 155,000 vehicles. As the volume of traffic grows, congestion increases, resulting
in delay to passenger vehicles and the movement of freight. Because the Chicago region
serves as the freight hub of the Midwest, the delays on our roadways ultimately have an
impact on the economy of both our region and the nation.

{continued)
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May 11, 2007 Mr. James D. Ray

Since the [lliana Expressway was initially proposed, its potential alignment has been
pushed further south as development threatens potential right-of-way for the corridor.
As the corridor moves further from the urban area, it faces the risk of becoming less
effective in providing relief to the congested east-west roadways that exist to the north.

[t is therefore essential that project development studies begin in the very near future in
order to provide a mechanism for preserving a corridor for the expressway before it once
again becomes threatened.

By receiving the designation of “Corridor of the Future”, the Illiana project will have an
opportunity to become eligible for certain benefits that will expedite the project
development process. These benefits, including streamlined environmental review

and permitting, innovative financing, and access to U.S. DOT experts for assistance

in moving the project forward, could shave years off the project timeline. This would
enable the Illiana Expressway to be constructed, operational and reaping the benefits of
enhanced safety, reduced congestion and economic opportunities that will result from the
ability to move people and freight more freely to, from, within and through the region.

I strongly encourage your approval of the Illiana Expressway and Freight Corridor for
further development in the Corridors of the Future Program. Your consideration of the
application attached herewith will be sincerely appreciated.

Respectfully,

Robert A. Rita
State Representative
28" District



* SPRINGFIELO DFFICE

-

ILLINGIS HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

ROOM 246-W
STRATTON BULILDING
EPFINGFIELD, ILLINGDIS B27CE
217az-aar

FRM: 21TRR.aEE0

DISTRICT OFEICE: B .
1812 W, 174™ STREET R -
EAST HAZEL CREST, ILLING'S 60429

COMMITTEES
VICE-CHAIRMAN

* AFFROPRATIONS - ELEMENTARY
& SECONDARY EDUCATION

MEMEER
* AFPROPHRIATIONS - HIGHER EDUCATION
* CHILD SUPPORT ENFDRCEMENT
INTERNATICNAL TRADE & COMMERDE

pmns WILLIAM DAVIS

Fiol: TCATRG:

PRES
STATE REPRESENTATIVE * COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE

May 11, 2007 30TH DISTRICT

Mr. James D. Ray

Chief Counsel

Federal Highway Administration
400 Seventh Street, SW, Room 4213
Washingion, D.C. 20590

Dear Mr. Ray:

I write to express my strong support for the development of the Illiana Expressway and Freight
Caorridor, and in particular, the approval of this corridor for inclusion in the Corridors of the

Future Program,

The Ilhiana Expressway has been identified in long-range plans for the bi-state region since the
early 1900s, for the purpose of providing a connection between the western and southern suburhs
of Chicago and northwest Indiana. As the Chicago region has expanded geographically over the
decades, the portions of the region that are traversed by the Illiana Corridor have grown rapidly in
terms of both population and employment. With this growth has come a significant increase in
commutmg patterns between the two states, while at the same time, through traffic (including
both passenger vehicles and heavy trucks) on the area’s expressways and arterials has
experienced tremendous growth. Exisling east-west routes north of the Illiana Corridor, including
1-80/1-94, 1-90 and U.S. 30, are currently carrying over 215,000 vehicles per day between the two
states. The Borman Expressway (1-80/1-94) alone at its heaviest point carries a daily volume of
over 155,000 vehicles. As the volume of traffic grows, congestion increases, resulting in delay to
passenger vehicles and the movement of freight. Because the Chicago region serves as the freight
hub of the Midwest, the delays on our roadways ultimately have an impact on the economy of
beth our region and the nation,

Since the [lliana Expressway was imtially proposed, its potential alignment has been pushed
further south as development threatens potential right-of-way for the corridor. As the corridor
moves further from the urban area, it faces the risk of becoming less effective in providing relief
to the congested east-west roadways that exist to the north. It is therefore essential that project
development studies begin in the very near future in order to provide a mechanism for preserving
a cormidor for the expressway before it once again becomes threatened.

By receiving the designation of “Corridor of the Future”, the [lliana project will have an
opportunity to become eligible for certain benéfits that will expedite the project development
process. These benefits, including streamlined environmental review and permitting, innovative
financing, and access to U.S. DOT experts for assistance in moving the project forward, could
shave years off the project timeline. This would enable the [lliana Expressway to be constructed,
operational and reaping the benefits of enhanced safety, reduced congestion and economic
opportunities that will result from the ability to move people and freight more freely to, from,

within and through the region.
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Mr. James D. Ray
May 11, 2007
Page 2

Therefore, I respectfully request and encourage your approval of the Illiana Expressway and
Freight Corridor for further development in the Cormdors of the Future Program. Your
consideration of the application attached herewith will be sincerely appreciated. If you have any
questions or need additional information please do not hesitate to call me at (708) 799-7300.

Thank you in advance for your consideration,

Sincerely,

=
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William Q. Davis
State Representative
30" District



llinois Department of Transportation

Office of the Secreta
2300 South Dirksen Parkway / Springfield, lllincis / 62764
Telephone 217/782-5587

May 17, 2007

Mr. James D. Ray, Chief Counsel!
Federal Highway Administration
400 Seventh Street, S.W.
Washingten, D.C. 2050

Dear Mr. Ray:

The Illincis Department of Transportation joins with the Indiana Department of
Transportation in submitting the Phase 2 application requesting designation of
the llliana Expressway and Freight Corridor as a “Corridor of the Future."

The lliana Expressway has long been identified as a possible connection
between |-57 in lllinois to |-65 in Indiana. As the greater Chicago region has
expanded over the years, the portions of the region that are served by the
lliana Corridor have grown rapidly in terms of both population and
employmenl. With this growth has come a significant increase in commuling
palterns between the two states, while at the same time, through-traffic
(Including both passenger vehicles and heavy trucks) on the area's
expressways and arterials has experienced tremendous growth,

Exisling east-west routes north of the lliana Corridor, including I-80/1-94, |-80
and US 30, are currently carrying over 215,000 vehicles per day belween the
two slates. The Kingery/Borman Expressway (I-80/-84) alone carries over
155,000 vehicles a day at its heaviest point. As the volume of traffic arows,
congestion increases, resulting in delay to passenger vehicles and the
movement of freight. Because the Chicago region serves as the freight hub of
the midwest, lhe delays on our roadways ultimately have an impact on the
economy of the region and the nation.

Since the llliana Expressway was inltially proposed, its potential alignment has
been pushed further south as development threatens potential right-of-way for
the corridor. As the corrider moves further from the urban area, it faces the
risk of becoming less effective in providing relief to the congested east-west
roadways thal exist to the north. It is therefore essential that project
development sludies begin as soon as possible in order to preserve a corridor
for the expressway before it once again becomes threatened.

We encourage US DOT o select the llliana Expressway and Freight Corridor
as a "Corridor of the Future,"

Milton R. Sees
Acting Secretary
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May 10, 2007

Mr. James D. Ray, Chief Counsel
Federal Highway Administration
400 Seventh Street, SW, Room 4213
Washington, D.C. 20590

Dear Mr, Ray,

The Indiana Department of Transportation (INDOT), in cooperation with the [llincis Department
of Transportation (IDOT), the Chicago Metropolitan Agency for Planning (CMAP), and the
Morthwestern Indiana Regional Planning Commission (NIRPC), is submitting the Phase 2
Corridors of the Future Application for the Illiana Expressway and Freight Corridor, connecting
1-57 in [llinois with I-65 in Indiana. NIRPC is keenly interested in the success of the application
and strongly recommends that it be selected as one of the nation’s Corridors of the Future.

A multi-faceted approach to transportation in the bi-state region of northeastern lllinois and
northwestern Indiana must be embraced to build the foundation for long term success in
congestion relief efforts. This approach would encompass innovative corridor management
strategies, modal choices, and forward thinking financing and footprint configurations.
Corridors such as the [lliana Expressway and Freight Corridor fulfill this vision while providing
direct and urpent congestion relief to heavily traveled, nationally significant routes. This makes
the Illiana an excellent candidate for the Corridors of the Future Program.

Indiana and lllinois have entered into & Bi-state Agreement to conduct a National Environmental
Policy Act Study resulting in an Environmental Impact Statement and Record of Decision for the
Illiana. The study will include the following elements:

s Feasibility of multi-modal elements including truck-only lanes, commuter andfor freight
rail service as well as express bus / bus rapid transit;

¢ Financial feasibility of each section as a Public-Private-Partnership (P3) or conventional
toll road;

* [ncorporation of corndor protection requirements to accelerate the early acquisition of
right-of-way; an opportunity for technology / legislative policy transfer from Illinois to
Indiana;

e Consideration and evaluation of New Special Experimental Project (SEP-15) to Explore
Alternative and Innovative Approaches to the Overall Project Development Process, and
Early Development Agreement with potential private partner;

« Consideration of Design-Build construction; an opportunity for technology transfer from
Indiana to Illinois.



-

By receiving a “Corridor of the Future” designation, the lliana project will have an opportunity
to become eligible for certain benefits that will expedite the project development process. As it
becomes part of a larger circumferential system for the bi-state region, the Illiana Corridor
project fulfills the Corridors of the Future objectives, including: innovative approaches to
congestion mitigation; addressing major transportation investment needs, illustrating the benefits
of private financial resources, and increased freight reliability.

Northwest Indiana is experiencing significant growth pressure, particularly in central Lake
County. In addition to placing increased demands upon all modes of our transportation system,
development aclivity is moving southward rapidly and may jeopardize the opportunity to
develop any such facility in the future. With development the volume of traffic grows and
congestion increases. This results in considerable delay in the movement of people and freight.
Because the Chicago region serves as the freight hub of the Midwest, the delays on our roadways
ultimately have an impact on the economy of both our region and the nation. Implementation of
the Illiana project through the Corridors of the Future program would serve the nation and the
region well,

NIRPC ardently urges the Federal Highway Administration to select the Illiana Expressway and
Freight Cormdor as a Corridor of the Future.

Very truly yours,

-\.,:-.;]g,_; N\ *h&“«.} A

—

' thn A, Swansan

Executive Director
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May 8, 2007

Mr. James D. Ray, Chief Counsel
Federal Highway Administration
400 Seventh Street, SW, Room 4213
Washington, D.C. 20590

Dear Mr. Ray:

This letter is intended to express the Chicago Metropolitan Agency for Planning's
strong support for the Illiana Expressway and Freight Corridor proposal to Phase
2 Corridors of the Future initiative. CMAP is the official comprehensive
planning agency for northeastern Illinois, with broad representation from across
our seven-county region of Cook, DuPage, Kane, Kendall, Lake, McHenry, and

Will.

The time for talking about the Illiana project has long since past, and now
together we must begin to make the proposed project a reality. Both regionally
and nationally, the corridor is critically important in terms of safety, commerce
and the efficient flow of traffic to, from, within and through the region. Since the
early 1900’s, there has been a vision of southern parkway connecting the far
western reaches of the Chicago region with the developing industrial area of
eastern Indiana. Burnham's and Bennett's 1909 Plan of Chicago envisioned a
series of travel corridors ringing Chicago, the farthest roughly approximating the
Kankakee River. Later, metropolitan Chicago's first regional transportation plan,
in 1962, included the South Suburban Expressway, now referred to as the “Illiana
Expressway.” Northwestern Indiana followed suit in 1974, including an east-
west expressway corridor in its Long Range Plan that looked to the year 1995.

But 1995 came and went with no construction. In 2007, we can no longer afford
to wait. The route will be a key connector for freight moving in from the western
ports of California, traveling by rail to Chicago and then off- loading to trucks for
shipments to the south and the eastern seaboard. Demand has steadily
increased, with long distance traffic and freight seeking alternate routes around



May 8, 2007
Page 2

the congested Kingery (I-80 in Illinois) and Borman (I-80/94 in Indiana)
Expressways.

The proposed Illiana Expressway and Freight Corridor will connect 1-57 in Will
County, Illinois with 1-65 in Lake County, Indiana. This expressway would
provide an alternative to the urban bottleneck of interstates and expressways in
the Chicago Metropolitan area.

For the Chicago area, there were 20 hours lost annually per commuter in 1983,

By 2003, hours lost in terms of delay had skyrocketed to 60 hours for every
commuter. This rising congestion has also reversed the savings accrued by the
freight industry. Just-in time delivery means that trailers are part of the
warehousing system. When business can no longer rely on timely deliveries, they
are required to add warehouses and hours to their shipping to avert peak hours,

All of this adds up to cost and lost efficiency in the nation’s economy. The
corridor is desperately needed to relieve congestion in the two-state area and
improve freight movement from eastern [llinois to western Indiana. On behalf of
CMAP, I strongly urge you to approve the [lliana Expressway and Freight
Corridor application for Phase 2 funding from Corridors of the Future,

Regards,

Randall S. Blankenhorn
Executive Director

[stk
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May 9, 2007

Mr. James D. Ray, Chief Counsel
Federal Highway Administration
400 Seventh Street, SW, Room 4213
Washington, D. C. 20590

Dear Mr. Ray:

The Northwest Indiana Forum (“Forum™) is a not-for-profit, privately funded regional
economic development organization serving Lake, Porter and LaPorte counties. The Forum’s
constituency has over 120 corporate members representing more than $40 billion dollars of
commerce in northwest Indiana.

The Forum would like to express our full support for the development of the Illiana
Expressway Corridor that will connect 1-57 in [linois with [-65 in Indiana. A region's
industrial and employment base is closely tied to the quality of its transportation systems.
Efficient transportation systems in Northwest [ndiana are essential to attracting new industries

and retaining existing companies.

The global marketplace relies on improved intermodal linkages between the highway system
and other transportation modes. The economic impacts arising from these linkages will
significantly and positively affect the standard of living of Northwest Indiana citizens, and the

competitiveness of regional industries.
Sincerely,

Vincent H. Galbiati
President & CEQ
Northwest Indiana Forum
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SOUTH SUBURBAN MAYORS & MANAGERS ASSOCIATION

Burnham
Calumet City
Calumet Park
Chicago Heights

Country Club Hills

May 10, 2007

Crete Mr. James D. Ray

Dixmoar Chief Counsel

Dolton Federal Highway Administration

East Hazel Crest 400 Seventh Street, SW, Room 4213

Flossmoor Washinglon, D.C. 20580

Ford Heighls

Glenwaod Dear Mr. Hayr

Harvey

Hazel Crest On behalf of the South Suburban Mayors and Managers Association, representing 43
Homer Glen communities and 650,000 people in southern Cook and Will Counties, | would like to
Homewood express my support far development of the llliana Expressway and Freight Corridor,
Lansing and in particular, the approval of this corridor for inclusion in the Corridors ot the Future
Lynwood Program.

Markham

Matteson The llliana Expressway has been identified in long-range plans for the bi-state region
Midiothian since the early 1900s, for the purpose of providing a connection between the western
fhoxen and scuthern suburbs of Chicage and northwest Indiana. As the Chicago region has
Monee expanded geographically over the decades, the portions of the region that are traversed
g:‘::':::: by the llliana Corridor have grown rapidly in terms of both population and employment.
Olympia Fields With this gruw_th has come a s!gnificant increase in commuting patterns batwaan_ the
Orland Hills two states, while at the same time, through traffic (including tu;_:th passenger vg-mcias
Odtand Paik and heavy trucks) on the earea’s expressways and arterials has experienced
palos Heights tremendous growth. Exisling east-wesl routes north of the lliana Corridor, including I-
Pt Wceict 80/1-94, 1-90 and U.S. 30, are currently carrying over 2154&3{}_ vamc!e; ner dlay betv_ueen
Dsciirbe lhsl two stales. The Barman Expres_SWay (I-80/1-94) alene at ils he_awem paint carries &
e F:'allj,i volume of over 155,000 vehicles. As Ihe_volum& of traffic grows, congestion
T— increases, resulting in delay to passenger vehicles and the movement of freight.
caitala Because the Chicago region serves as the freight hub of the Midwesl, the delays on our
Robbins roadways ultimataly have an impact on the economy of both our regicn and the nation.
Sauk Village ; e i : ;

South Chicago Heights Since the llliana Expressway was initially proposed, ﬂ_s pqlemsal alignment has I;reen
South Holland pushed further south as development threatens potential rnght-c:f:way for the corridor.
Steger As the corridor moves further from the urban area, it faces the risk of becoming less
Thomtan effective in providing relief to the congested east-west roadways that exist to the north.
Tinfey Park It is therefore essential that project development studies beqgin in the very near future in

University Park

corder to provide a mechanism for preserving a corridor lor the expressway before it
once again becomeas threatened.

70B-206-1155

1904 W. 174th Street
Fax 708-206-1133

East Hazel Crest, lllinois 60429 WWW.SSMIMa.org
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Mr. James D. Ray

Federal Highway Administration
May 10, 2007

Page2ol 2

By receiving the designation of "Corridor of the Future”, the llliana project will have an
opportunity to become eligible for certain benefits that will expedite the project
development process. These benetits, including streamlined environmental review and
permitting, innovative financing, and access 1o U.S. DOT experts lor assistance in
moving the project forward, could shave years off the project timeline. This would
enable the lliana Expressway to be constructed, operational and reaping the benelits of
enhanced safely, reduced cangestion and economic opportunities that will result from
the ability to move people and freight more freely to, from, within and through the region.

| strongly encourage your approval of the llliana Expressway and Freight Corridor for
further development in the Caorridors of the Future Program. Your consideration of the
application altached herewith will be sincerely appreciated.

Hées!?ecuy, Ufﬁwj

Edward W. Paesel
Executive Director

EWP/rak



VILLAGE OF CRETE

524 WEST EXCHANGE STREET - P.O. Box 337 « CreTE, [LLNDIS 60417
708/ 672-5431 Fax: 708/ 672-3920
www. villageofcrele.org

VILLAGE PRESIDENT VILLAGE CLERK VILLAGE ADMINISTRATOR
MiCHAEL 5, EINHORN KATHLEEN A, WANTUCH TAomMas . Durkmv, AICP
May 10, 2007
Mr. James D. Ray
Chief Counsel
Federal Highway Administration

400 Seventh Street, SW, Room 4213
Washington, D.C. 20590

Dear Mr. Ray:

On behalf of the Village of Crete, 1 would like to express my support for development of
the Illiana Expressway and Freight Corridor, and in particular, the approval of this
corridor for inclusion in the Corridors of the Future Program.

The 1lliana Expressway has been identified in long-range plans for the bi-state region
since the early 1990s, for the purpose of providing a connection between the western and
southern suburbs of Chicago and northwest Indiana. As the Chicago region has expanded
geographically over the decades, the portions of the region that are traversed by the
Illiana Corridor have grown rapidly in terms of both population and employment. With
this growth has come a significant increase in commuting patterns between the two states,
while at the same time, through traffic (including both passenger vehicles and heavy
trucks) on the area’s expressways and arterials has experienced tremendous growth.
Existing east-west routes north of the Iliana Corridor, including 1-80/1-94 and U.S. 30, are
currently carrying over 215,000 vehicles per day between the two states. The Borman
Expressway (I-80/1-94) along at its heaviest point carries a daily volume of over 155,000
vehicles. As the volume of traffic grows, congestion increases, resulting in delay to
passenger vehicles and the movement of freight. Because the Chicago region serves as
the freight hub of the Midwest, the delays on our roadways ultimately have an impact on
the economy of both our region and the nation.

Since the Illiana Expressway was initially proposed, its potential alignment has been
pushed further south as development threatens potential right-of-way for the corridor. As
the corridor moves further from the urban area, it faces the risk of becoming less effective
in providing relief to the congested east-west roadways that exist to the north. It is

BoARD oF TRUSTEES;
RoBERT GAINES STEPHEN JOHMSON LaRRY JOHNSTON SuE Ross Joun StoLL Mark WIATER



therefore essential that project development studies begin in the very near future on order
to provide a mechanism for preserving a corridor for the expressway before it once again

becomes threatened.

By receiving the designation of “Corridor of the Future”, the Illiana project will have an
opportunity to become eligible for certain benefits that will expedite the project
development process. These benefits, including streamlined environmental review and
permitting, innovative financing, and access to U.S. DOT experts for assistance in
moving the project forward, could shave vears off the project timeline. This would
enable the Illiana Expressway to be constructed, operational and reaping the benefits of
enhanced safety, reduced congestion and economic opportunities that will result from the
ability to move people and freight more freely to, from, within and through the region.

1 strongly encourage your approval of the Illiana Expressway and Freight Corridor for
further development in the Corridors of the Future Program. Your consideration of the
application attached herewith will be sincerely appreciated.

Michael S./Einhorn
Village President



(708) 534-8301

VILLAGE OF MONEE FAX {708) 534-6862
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MOMNEE, ILLINDIS 5130 W. COURT 5T

MONEE, ILLINOIS 60449

May 10, 2007

Mr. James D. Ray

Federal Highway Administration

400 Seventh Street, SW, Room 4213
Washington, D. C. 20520

Dear Mr. Ray:

On behalf of the Village of Monee, | would like 1o express my support for development of the lliana
Expressway and Freight Comider, and in particular, the approval of this corridor for inclusion in tha
Corriders of the Future Program.

The lliana Expressway has been identified in long-range plans for the bi-slate region since the early
1800's, for the purpose of providing a connection between the western and southem suburbs of
Chicago and nerthwest Indiana. As the Chicago region has expanded geographically over the
decades, the portions of the region thal are traversed by the llliana Comidor have grown rapidly in terms
of both population and employment. \With this growth has come a significant increase in commuting
patterns between the two states, while at the same lime, through traffic (including both passenger
vehicles and heavy trucks) on the area’s expressways and arterials has experienced tremendous
growth. Existing east-west routes nerth of the llliana Corridor, including 1-80/-94, 1-90 and U. S. 30, are
currently carrying over 215,000 vehicles per day between the two states. The Borman Expressway (I-
80/1-84) alone at its’ heaviest point carries a daily volume of over 155,000 vehicles. As the volume of
traffic grows, congestion increases, resulting in delay lo passenger vehicles and the movement of
freight. Because the Chicago region serves as the freight hub of the Midwest, the delays on our
rcadways ultimately have an impact on the economy of both our region and the nation.

Since the lliana Expressway was initially proposed, its potential alignment has been pushed further
south as development threatens potential right-of-way for the comidor. As the corridor moves further
from the urban ares, it faces the risk of becoming less effective in providing refief to the congested east-
wesl roadways that exist to the north. It is therefore essential that project development studies begin in
the very near future in order o provide a mechanism for preserving a corridor for the expressway

before it once again becomes threatened.

By receiving the designation of "Corridor of the Future®, the llliana project will have an opportunity lo
become eligible for cerlain benefits that will expedite the project developmenl process. These benafits,
including streamlined environmental review and permitting, innovative financing, and accessto U. S
DOT experts for assistance in moving the project forward, could shave years off the project imefne.
This would enable the Illiana Expressway o be constructed, operational and reaping the benefits of
enhanced safely, reduced congestion and economic opportunities that will result from the ability to
move people and freight more freely to, from, within and through the region.

I strongly encourage your approval of the lliiana Expressway and Freight Corridor for further
development in the Corridars of the Future Program. Your consideration of the application attached

herewith will be sincerely appreciated

Res Iy, ’

o
- A Ak /’/
Ay

Timothy P. O'Donnell
Village President
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May 11, 2007

Mr, James D. Ray, Chief Counsel
Federal Highway Administration
400 Seventh Street SW, Room 4213
Washington, D.C, 20590

Cear Mr. Ray:

On behalf of the Village of Flossmoor, | would like to express my supporl for development of the lliana
Expressway and Freight Comidor and, in particular, the approval of this comider for inclusion in the Ceridors of
lha Future Program.,

The lliana Expressway has been idenfified in long-range plans for the tislate region since the early 1900s for
the purpose of providing © cennection between the weslern and sculham suburbs of Chicago and norhwest
Indiana. As the Chicago regicn has expanded geographically over the decades, the poricns of the region
that are fraversed by the lliana Coridor have grown rapidly in terms of both populalion and employment.
With this growlh has come o significant increcse in commuting pattems between the two statas, while af the
same fime, through traffic [including both passenger vehicles and heavy trucks] on the area's expressways
and arlerial: has experenced tremendous growth. Existing east-west routes north of the lliana Coridor,
including 1-80/1-74, 1-90 and U.5. 30 are curently carmying over 215,000 vehicles per day batween the two stales.
The Borman Expressway |1-80/1-74) alone ot its heaviest paoint camies o daily volume of over 155,000 vehicles, As
the volume of fraffic grows, cengestion increases, resulting in delay to passenger vehicles and the mavement
of freight. Beccuse the Chicago region serves as the freight hub of the Midwesl, the delays on our roadways
ulfimately have an impact on the econamy of balh our region and the natien,

Since the lliona Expressway was initially proposed, its potential alignment has been gushed further south as
development thraatens potential right-of-way for the comidor. As the comdor moves further fram the wban
areq, it faces the risk of becoming lass effeclive in providing relief to the congested easl-wes! roadways that
exist 1c the north. 1t s, therefore, essential that the project development studies begin in the very near future in
erder o provide @ mechanism for preserving @ ceridor for the expressway before it once again becomes
Ihreatened.

By receiving the designation of "Comidor of the Fulure”, the llicna project will have an opgorunity 1o become
eligible for cerfain benefits that will expedite the project development process. These benefifs, including
streamiined envircnmental review and permitfing, innovative financing, and access to LS. DOT experls for
assistance in moving the project forward, could shave years off the project timeline. This would enabla the
lliana Expressway to be constructed, ocperational and reaping the berefit: of enhanced safety, reduced
congestion and economic opgeortunities that will result from the ability te move people and freight more freely
lo, from, within and through the region.

| strengly encourage your approval of the lliong Expressway and Freight Corrider for further development in
the Comidors of the Future Program. Your consideration of the applicalion attachad nerewith will be sincerely

appreciated,

Respactfully,

gD omA

Eoger G. Molskl, Mayar
Villoge of Flossmoor

\; 2800 Flossmoor Road + Flossmoar, IL 60422- 1186 = 708/798-2300 » TDD T08/G57-2500 » FAX T0R708-4016 y/




VILLAGE OF Thomas J. Murawski, PRESIDENT
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PHONE: (708) 389-0200 Fran Verble
FAX: (708) 389-0255 Michael Papineau

May 11, 2007

Mr. James D. Ray

Chief Counsel

Federal Highway Administration

400 Seventh Strest SW, Room 4213
Washington, D. C. 20590

Dear Mr. Ray:

On behalf of the Village of Midlothian, | would like to express our support for the developmenl of the llliana
Expressway and Freight Gorridor, and in particular, the approval of the corridor for inclusion in the Corridors of

the Future Program,

The need for the llliana Expressway has existed for many years, but it has become a more critical issue as the
Chicago region has expanded over the decades. Commuting between lllinois and Indiana has increased along
with the through, commercial Iraffic. Existing east-west routes north of the llliana Corridor, including I-80/1-€4, |-
90, and U.S. 30 are currently carrying over 215,000 vehicles per day between lhe two states. The Borman
Expressway (I-80/1-94) alone at ils heaviest point carries a daily velume of over 155,000 vehicles and is &
nightmare of congestion that negatively impacts passenger vehicles as well as commercial vehicles. The
Chicago region serves as the freigh! hub of the Midwest, and the delays on our roadways ultimately aftec! the
economy of our region as well as the nation as a whole.

Over the years, the proposed site for the llliana Expressway has moved further south, due to the development
that threatens ils potential right-of-way. The problem is, as the corridor moves further from the urban area, it will
be less effective in providing the much needed relief 1o the congestion of the exisling east-west roadways lo the
north. This is a crucial reason thal project development sludies begin in the very near future.

By receiving the designation of "Corridor of the Future”, the llliana Expressway project will become eligible for
benefits thal will expedite the project development process. These benefits include streamlined environmental
review and permitting, innovative financing, and access U. S. Department of Transportation experts for
assistance in moving the project forward so that the llliana Expressway can be constructed, operational. Only
then will the region see enhanced safety, reduced congestion, and eccnomic opportunities resulting from the
ability to move people and goods to, from, and within the region.

I strongly urge your approval of the lliana Expressway and Freight Corridor for future development in the
“Corridors of the Future Program.” Your consideration of the attached application is requested and will be

appr}cialed,

&




VILLAGE OF NEW LENOX

1 VETERANS PARKWAY
NEW LENOX, ILLINOIS 60451

VILLAGE OFFICE 815.462.6400
FAX NUMEBER 815.462.6449
BUILDING DEFT. FAX 815.462.6469

May 15, 2007

Mr. James D. Ray

Chief Counsel

Federal Highway Administration
400 Seventh Street, SW, Room 4213
Washington DC 20590

Dear Mr. Ray:

On behalf of the citizens of the Village of New Lenox, | would like to express my
support for development of the Illiana Expressway and Freight Corridor and
approval for its inclusion in the Corridors of the Future Program.

As vou are aware, the lliana Expressway has been identified in long-range plans for
the bi-state region since the early 1900s for the purpose of providing a connection
between the western and southern suburbs of Chicago and northwest Indiana. The
portions of the region that are traversed by the Illiana Corridor have grown rapidly
in terms of both population and employment bringing a significant increase in
commuting patterns between the two states. Existing east-west routes north of the
Iliana Corridor, including 1-80/1-94, 1-90 and U. S. Route 30, are currently carrying
over 215,000 vehicles per day between the two states. As the volume of traffic
grows, congestion increases, resulting in delay to passenger vehicles and the
movement of freight. The Chicago region serves as the freight hub of the Midwest
and the delays on our roadways ultimately have an impact on the economy of both
our region and the nation.

The Iliana Expressway’s potential alignment has been pushed further south as
development threatens potential right-of-way for the corridor. As the corridor
moves further from the urban area, it faces the risk of becoming less effective in
providing relief to the congested east-west roadways that exist to the north. It is,
therefore, essential that project development studies begin in the very near future in
order to provide a mechanism for preserving a corridor for the expressway before it
once again become threatened.

TREE CITY USA’



Page 2

The designation of “Corridor of the Future” would provide the Iliana project with
the opportunity to become eligible for certain benefits that would expedite the
project development process, including streamlined environmental review and
permitting, innovative financing, and access to U. S, DOT experts for assistance in
moving the project forward which could shave years off the project timeline. This
would enable the Illiana Expressway to be constructed, operational and reaping the
benefits of enhanced safety, reduced congestion and economic opportunities
resulting in the ability to move people and freight more freely to, from, within and
through the section.

I encourage yvour approval of the Illiana Expressway and Freight Corridor for
further development in the Corridors of the Future Program. Your consideration
of the application will be sincerely appreciated.

Michael K. Smith
Mayor
Village of New Lenox
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\\ VILLAGE OF SOLTTH HOLLAND * www.southholland.org

MUNICIPAL HALL 16226 Wausau Avenue » South Holland, lllineis 60473
708-210-2900 FAX: 708-210-1019

May 14, 2007

Mr. James D. Ray

Chief Counsel

Federal Highwuy Admitastration
400 Seventh Street, SW, Room 4213
Washington, D.C. 20590

Dear Mr. Ray:

On behalf of the Village of South Holland, I would like to €Xpress my support for
development of the Nhana Expressway and Freight Comdor, and in particular, the
approval of this comidor for inclusion in the Corridors of the Future Program.

The Illiana Expressway has been identified in long-range plans for the bi-state regian since
the early 1900s, for the purpose of providing a connection between the westem and
southern suburbs of Chicago and northwest Indiana. As the Chicago region has expanded
geographically over the decades, the portions of the region that are traversed by the [iana
Corridor have grown rapidly in terms of both population and employvment. With this
growth has come a significant increase in commuting pattems between the two states,
while at the same tme, through traffic (including both passenger vehicles and heavy
trucks) on the area’s expressways and arterials has expenenced tremendous growth.
Existing east-west routes north of the Mliana Comdor, mcluding 1-80/1-94, 1-90 and U.S.
30, are currently carrying over 215,000 vehicles per day between the two states. The
Borman Expressway (1-80/1-94) alone at its heaviest pomt carries a daily volume of over
155,080 vehicles. As the volume of traffic grow’s, congestion increases, resulting in delay
to passenger vehicles and the movement of freight. Because the Chicago region serves as
the freight hub of the Midwest, the delays on our roadways ultimately have an Impact on
the economy of both our region and the nation.

Since the Nlliana Expressway was initially proposed, its potential alignment has been
pushed further south as development threatens potential nght-of-way for the comdor. As
the corridor moves further from the urban area, it faces the risk of becoming less effective
in providing relief to the congested east-west roadways that exist to the north. It is
therefore essential that project development studies begin in the very near future in order
to provide a mechanism for preserving a corridor for the expressway before it once again
becomes threatened.

By receiving the designation of “Corridor of the Future”, the hana project will have an
opportunity to become eligible for certain benefits that will expedite the project
development process. These benefits, mcluding streamiined environmental review and



pernuitting, innovative financing, and access to U S, DOT experts for assistance in moving
the project forward, could shave years off the project timeline. This would enable the
llhana Expressway 1o be constructed, operational and reaping the benefits of enhanced
safety, reduced congestion and economic opportunities that will result from the ability to
move pecple and freight more freely to, from, within and through the region.

[ strongly encourage your approval of the Mliana Expressway and Freight Comdor for
further development in the Cormidors of the Future Program. Your consideration of the
application attached herewith will be sincerely appreciated.

Respectfully,

A

Den A. De Graff
Village President
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May 14, 2007

Mr. James D. Ray

Chief Counsel

Federal Highway Administration
400 Seventh Street, SW, Room 4213
Washington, D.C. 20590

Dear Mr. Ray:

On behalf of the Village of South Chicago Heights, I would like to express my
support for development of the [lliana Expressway and Freight Corridor, and in
particular, the approval of this corridor for inclusion in the Corridors of the
Future Program.

The llliana Expressway has been identified in long-range plans for the bi-state
region since the early 1900s, for the purpose of providing a connection between
the western and southern suburbs of Chicago and northwest Indiana. As the
Chicago region has expanded geographically over the decades, the portions of
the region that are traversed by the Illiana Corridor have grown rapidly in terms
of both population and employment. With this growth has come a significant
increase in commuting patterns between the two states, while at the same time,
through traffic (including both passenger vehicles and heavy trucks) on the
area’s expressways and arterials has experienced tremendous growth, Existing
east-west routes north of the Illiana Corridor, including 1-80/1-94, 1-90 and U.S.
30, are currently carrying over 215,000 vehicles per day between the two states.
The Borman Expressway (I-80/1-94) alone at its heaviest point carries a daily
volume of over 155,000 vehicles. As the volume of traffic grows, congestion
increases, resulting in delay to passenger vehicles and the movement of freight.
Because the Chicago region serves as the freight hub of the Midwest, the delays
on our roadways ultimately have an impact on the economy of both our region
and the nation.

Since the [lliana Expressway was initially proposed, its potential alignment has
been pushed further south as development threatens potential right-of-way for
the corridor. As the corrider moves further from the urban area, it faces the risk
of becoming less effective in providing relief to the congested east-west
roadways that exist to the north. It is therefore essential that project
development studies begin in the very near future in order to provide a

R
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mechanism for preserving a corridor for the expressway before it once again
becomes threatened.

By receiving the designation of “Corridor of the Future.” the Illiana project will
have an opportunity to become eligible for certain benefits that will expedite
the project development process. These benefits, including streamlined
environmental review and permitting, innovative financing, and access to U.S.
DOT experts for assistance in moving the project forward, could shave years
off the project timeline. This would enable the Illiana Expressway to be
constructed, operational and reaping the benefits of enhanced safety, reduced
congestion and economic opportunities that will result from the ability to move
people and freight more freely to, from, within and through the region.

[ strongly encourage your approval of the I[lliana Expressway and Freight
Corridor for further development in the Corridors of the Future Program. Your
consideration of the application attached herewith will be sincerely appreciated.

Respectfully,

David L. Owen
Mayor, Village of South Chicago Heights
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May 11, 2007

Mr. James D. Ray, Chief Connsel
Federal Highway Administraticn
400 Seventh Street, SW, Room 4213
Washinglon, DC 203590

Dear Mr. Ray:

As Chairman of the South Suburban Muyars and Managers® Tronsporiation Commitiee and as the Mayor of
Matteson, I would like to express my support for development of the llliona Expressway ond Freight Corridar,
and in particular, the approval of this corrider for inclusion in the Corridors of the Fuiure Program,

The [lliana Expressway has been identified in lang-range plans for the bi-sigle region since the early 1500, for
the purpase of providing n connection belween the westem and southem suburbs of Chicogo and narthwest
Indiana. As the Chicago region hes exponded geographically over the decades, the portions of the region that
are traversed by the llliana Carridor have grown rapidly in terms of both population and employment. With
this growth has come ¢ significant increase in commuting patterns between the two stales, while ot the same
time, thraugh traffic (including both passenger vehicles ond henvy trucks) an the nrea's expressways and
arteriols has experienced tremendous growth, Exisling enst-west routes north of the [linna Corridar, ineluding
[-B0/1-94, 1-90 and 1.5, 30, wre currently carrying over 215,000 vehicles per dny between the wo states. The
Borman Expressway (I-80/1-94) alone al its heaviest poini carries o daily volume of over 133,000 vehicles. As
the volume of traffic grows, congestion increases, resulting in delay 1o passenger vehicles and [he movemeni of
freight. Because the Chicago region serves us the freight hub of the Midwest, the delnys an our roachimys
ultimately have an impact on the ecanamy of bath our region and the notian.

Since the lllizna Expressway was initially proposed, its potential alignment has been pushed further south as
development threatens potential right-of~way for the corridor. As the corridor moves furiher from the urban
areg, it faces the risk of becoming less effective in providing relief to the congesied east-west readways that
cxist to the north. 1t is, therefore, essential thal project development studies begin in the very near future in
order to provide a mechanism for preserving a comidor for the expressway hefore it once ogain becomes
thregtened.

By receiving the designation of “Corridor of the Future”, the 1ilinnn praject will hove an opportunity to bacome
eligible for certain benefits that will expedite the project development pracess. These benefits, including
sireamlined environmental review and permitting, innavative financing, and occess 1o U.S. DOT experts for
assistance in maving the project forward, could shave years off the project timeline, This would enable the
{lliana Expressway to be construcied, aperational and reaping the benefits of enhanced safety, reduced
congestion and economit opportunitics that will result from the ebility to move peaple and Freight mare lreely
te, from, within and through the region.

I am currently in my 25* year as Village President or Mayar and have observed and been involved with the
significant growth throughout the orea of South Coak, Eastern Will Counties in llinois os well as Northnwest
Indiona. Therefore, | strongly encourage your approval of the Hliano Expressway and Freight Corrider for
further development in the Corridors of the Future Program.  Your consideration of the application attached
herewith will be sincerely appreciated,

Sincerely,

Tl b SHZL.

Mark W. Siricker, Mayar
Villoge of Malttesan



OFFICE OF THE MAYOR———\

EUGENE WILLIAMS

May 10, 2007

Mr. James D. Ray

Chief Counsel

Federal Highway Administration

400 Seventh Street, SW, Room 4213
Washington, DC. 20590

Dear Mr. Ray:

On behalf of the Village of Lynwood lliincis, | would like to express my support for development
of the llliana Expressway and Freight Corridor, and the approval of this corridor for inclusion in
the Corridors of the Future Program.

The Chicago region serves as the freight hub of the Midwest therefore any delays on our
roadways ultimately have an impact on the economy of both our region and the nation. Since
the early 1900s, the llliana Expressway has been identified in long-range plans for the bi-state
region for the purpose of providing a connection between the western and southern suburbs of

Chicago and Northwest Indiana.

By receiving the designation of “Corridor of the Future®, the llliana project will have an
opportunity to become eligible for certain benefits that will expedite the project development
process. The benefits including: streamlined environmental review and permitting; innovative
financing; and access to U.S. Department of Transportation experts for assistance in moving the
project forward. This will enable the lliana Expressway to be constructed, operational and
reaping the benefits of enhanced safety, reduced congestion and provide economic
opportunities that will result from the ability to move people and freight more freely to, from,
within and through the region.

| strongly encourage your approval of the llliana Expressway and Freight Corridor for further
development in the Corridors of the Future Program. Your consideration of the application

attached herewith will be sincerely appreciated.

Respectfully,
- 3 _.4-"": - _..')
é—-—.}ﬁ’ffz{:» f{{/ T e T
i
Eugene Williams, Mayor

VILLAGE OF LYNWOOD j)
21460 Lincoln Highway + Lynwood, IL 60411

(708) 758-6101 » Fax (708) 758-7044




OFFICE OF THE
12402 SOUTH THROOP STREET
Maey 10, 2007 CALUMET FARK, ILLINOIS 60827

1-708-389-0B50
FAX: 1-70B-382-9928
www.calumetparkvillage.org

HONORABLE BUSTER E. PORCH
mayorporcr@calumetparkvillage.org

Mr. James D. Ray

Chief Counsel

Federal Highway Administration
400 Seventh Street, SW

Room 4213

Washington, D.C. 205%)

Dear Mr. Ray:

On behalf of the Village of Calumet Park, | would like to express my support for development of the [lliana Expressway and
Freight Corridor, and in particular, the approval of this corridor for inclusion in the Corridors of the Future Program.

The [lliana Expressway has been identified in long-range plans for the bi-state region since the early 1900's, for the purpose of
providing & connection between the western and southern suburbs of Chicago and northwest Indiana. As the Chicago region has
expanded geographically over the decades, the portions of the region that are traversed by the Illiana Corridor have grown rapidly in
terms of both papulation and employment. With this growth has come a significant increase in commuling patterns between the fwo
states, while at the same time, through traffic (including both passenger vehicles and heavy trucks) on the area's expressways and
arterials has experienced remendous growth. Existing east-west routes north of the llliana Corridor, including 1-80/1-94, 190 and U.S.

30, are currently carrying over 215,000 vehicles per day between the iwo states.

The Borman Expressway (1-80/1-94) alone at its heaviest point carries a daily volume of over 155,000 vehicles. As the volume
of traffic grows, congestion increases resulting in delay to passenger vehicles and the movement of freight. Because the Chicago region
serves as the freight hub of the Midwest, the delays on our roadways ultimately have an impact on the economy of both our region and

the nation.
Since the [lliana Expressway was initially proposed, its potential alignment has been pushed further south as development
threatens potential right-of-way for the corridor. As the corridor moves further from the urban area, it faces the risk of becoming less

effective in providing relief to the congested east-west roadways that exist to the north. It is therefore essential that project development
studies begin in the very near future in order to provide a mechanism for preserving a corridor for the expressway before it once again

becomes threatened.

By receiving the designation of “Corridor of the Future”, the [lliana project will have an opportunity to become eligible for
certain benefits that will expedite the project development process. These benefits, including streamlined environmental review and
permitting, innovative financing, and access to U.S. DOT experts for assistance in moving the project forward, could shave years off the
project timeline. This would enable the Illiana Expressway to be constructed, operational and reaping the benefits of enhanced safety,
reduced congestion and economic opportunities that will result from the ability to move people and freight more freely to, from, within

and through the region.

I Strongly encourage your approval of the 1lliana Expressway and Freight Corridor for further development in the Corridors of
the Future Program. Your consideration will be greatly appreciated.

Sincerely yours,

oA e

EBP/hd Buster B. Porch
Mayor
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May 10, 2007

Mr. James D. Ray, Chief Counsel
Federal Highway Administration

400 Seventh Street, SW, Room 4213
Washington, D.C. 20590

Dear Mr. Ray:

On behalf of the City of Oak Forest, | would like o express my support for development of the llliana Expressway and
Freight Corridor, and in particular, the approval of this corridor for inclusion in the Comidors of the Future Program.

The lifana Expressway has been identified in long-range plans for the bi-state region for the purpose of providing a
connection between the western and southemn suburbs of Chicago and northwest Indiana. As the Chicago region
has expanded geographically over the decades, the portions of the region that are traversed by the Iliana Corridor
have grown rapidly in terms of both population and empioyment. With this growth has come a significant increase in
commuting pattemns between the two states, while at the same time, through traffic (including both passenger
vehicles and heavy trucks) on the area’s expressways and arlerials has experienced tremendous growth. Existing
easl-west routes north of the liliana Comidor, including 1-80/1-94, 1-80 and U.S. 30, are cumrently camying over 215,000
vehicles per day between the two states. The Borman Expressway (1-80/-94) alone &l its heaviest point cames a
daily volume of over 155,000 vehicles. As the volume of traffic grows, congestion increases, resulting in delay to
passenger vehicles and the movement of freight Because the Chicago region serves as the freight hub of the
Midwest, the delays on our roadways uftimately have an impact on the economy of both our region and the nation.

Since the lliana Expressway was iniially proposed, its polential alignment has been pushed further south as
development threatens polential nght-of-way for the cormidor. As the comidor moves further from the urban area, it
faces the risk of becoming less effective in providing relief to the congested east-west roadways that exist to the
north. It is therefore essential that project development studies begin in the very near future in order to provide a
mechanism for preserving a corridor for the expressway before it once again becomes threatened.

By receiving the designation of "“Coidor of the Future”, the Illiana project will have an opportunity to become eligible
for certain benefils that will expedite the project development process. These benefits, including streamiined
environmental review and permitting, innovative financing, and access to U.S. DOT experts for assistance in moving
the project forward, could shave years off the project timeline. This would enable the Iliana Expressway to be
construcled, operational and reaping the benefits of enhanced safely, reduced congestion and economic
opportunities that will result from the ability to move people and freight more freely to, from, within and through the
region.

| Strongly encourage your approval of the lliana Expressway and Freight Cormidor for further development in the
Corridors of the Future program.

Sincerely,

ALl LY

Mayor
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May 10, 2007

Mr. James D. Ray

Chief Counsel

Federal Highway Administration
400 Seventh Street, SW, Room 4213
Washington, D.C. 20590

Dear Mr. Ray:

On behalf of the Village of Homewood 1 would like to express my support for development of the llliana
Expressway and Freight Corridor, and in particular, the approvai of this corridor for inciusion in the
Corridors of the Future Program.

The llliana Expressway has been identified in long-range plans for the bi-state region since the early 1
900s, for the purpose of providing a connection between the western and southern suburbs of Chicago
and northwest Indiana. As the Chicago region has expanded geographically over the decades, the
portions of the region that are raversed by the lliana Corridor have grown rapidly in terms of both
population and employment. With this growth has come a significant increase in commuting patterns
between the two states, while at the same time, through traffic (including both passenger vehicles and
heavy trucks) on the area's expressways and arterials has experienced tremendous growth. Existing east-
west routes north of the Hliana Cornidor, including 1-80/1-94, -90 and U.S. 30, are currently CAITYing
over 213,000 vehicles per day between the 1wo states. The Borman Expressway (18011-94) alone at its
heaviest point carries a daily volume of over 155,000 vehicles. As the volume of traffic EIOWS,
congestion increases, resulting in delays to passenger vehicles and the movement of freight. Because the
Chicago region serves as the freight hub of the Midwest, the delays on our roadways ultimately have an
impact on the economy of both our region and the naton.

Since the llliana Expressway was initially proposed, its potential alignment has been pushed further south
as development threatens potential right-of-way for the corridor. As the corridor moves further from the
urban area, it faces the risk of becoming less effective in providing relief to the congesied east-west
roadways that exist to the north. It is therefore essential that project development studies begin in the
very near future in order to provide a mechanism for preserving a corridor for the expressway before it
once again becomes threatenad,

By receiving the designation of “Corridor of the Future”, the Iliana project will have an oppartunity to
become eligible for certain benefits that will expedite the project development process, These benefits,
including streamlined environmental review and permitting, innovative financing, and access to 1.8,
DOT experts for assistance in moving the project forward, could shave vears off the project timeline.
This would enable the Illiana Expressway to be constructed, operational and reaping the benefits of
enhanced safety, reduced congestion and economic opportunities that will result from the ability o move
people and freight more freely to, from, within and through the region.

I strongly encourage your approval of the Illiana Expressway and Freight Corridor for further
development in the Corndors of the Future Program. Your consideration of the application attached
herewith will be sincerely appreciated.

Respectfully,

#ﬂ'ﬁgﬂ _R Lebaad! (0. S tfu (&

Village of Homewood

homesiweethomeiwood.com

Richard A. Hofeld, Village President
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May 11, 2007

Mr. James D. Ray, Chief Counsel
Federal Highway Administration
400 Seventh Street, SW - Room 4213
Washington, DC 20590

Dear Mr. Ray:

On behalf of the Village of Tinley park, | would like to express my support for the
development of the Illiana Expressway and Freight Corridor, and in particular, the approval
of this corridor for inclusion in the Corridors of the Future Program.

The Illiana Expressway has been identified in long-range plans for the bi-state region
since the early 1900s, for the purpose of providing a connection between the western and
southern suburbs of Chicago and northwest Indiana. As the Chicago region has expanded
geographically over the decades, the portions of the region that are traversed by the Illiana
corridor have grown rapidly in terms of both population and employment. With this growth
has come a significant increase in commuting patterns between the two states, while at the
same lime, through (raffic (including both passenger vehicles and heavy trucks) on the area’s
expressways and arterials has experienced tremendous growth. Existing east-west routes
north of the Illiana Corridor, including [-80/1-94, 1-90 and U.S. 30, are currently carrying
over 215,000 vehicles per day between the two states. The Borman Expressway (1-80/1-94)
alone at its heaviest point carries a daily volume of over 155,000 vehicles. As the volume of
traffic grows, congestion increases, resulting in delay to passenger vehicles and the
movement of freight. Because the Chicago region serves as the freight hub of the Midwest,
the delays on our roadways ultimately have an impact on the economy of both our region
and the nation.

Since the Illiana Expressway was initially proposed, its potential alignment has been
pushed further south as development threatens potential right-of-way for the corridor. As
the corridor moves further from the urban area, it faces the risk of becoming less effective in
providing relief to the congested east-west roadways thalt exist to the north. It is therefore
essential that project development studies begin in the very near future in order to provide a
mechanism for preserving a corridor for the expressway before it once again becomes
threatened.

By receiving the designation of “corridor of the Future”, the Illiana project will have
an opportunity to become eligible for certain benefits that will expedite the project



Mr. James D. Ray, Chief Counsel
Federal Highway Administration
Page #2

May 11, 2007

development process. These benefits, including streamlined environmental review and
permitting, innovative financing, and access to U.S. DOT experts for assistance in moving
the project forward, could shave years off the project timeline. This would enable the Iliana
Expressway to be constructed, operational and reaping the benefits of enhanced safety,
reduced congestion and economic opportunities that will result from the ability to move
people and freight more freely to, from, within and through the region.

I strongly encourage your approval of the Illiana Expressway and Freight Corridor
for further development in the Corridors of the Future Program. Your consideration of the
application attached herewith will be sincerely appreciated.
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May 14, 2007

Mr. James D, Ray

Chief Counsel

Federal Highway Administration
400 Seventh Street, SW, Room 4213
Washington, D.C. 20550

Dear Mr. Ray,

On behalf of The Village of Riverdale, | would like to express my suppori for development of the Illians
Expressway and Freight Corridor, and in particular, the approval of this corridor for inclusion in the
Corridors of the Future Program.

The llliana Expressway hes been identified in long-range plans for the bi-state region since the early 1900s,
for the purpose of providing & connection between the western and southern suburbs of Chicago and
northwest Indiena. As the Chicago region has expanded geographicaily over the decades, the portions of
the region thet are traversed by the Illiena Corridor have grown rapidly in terms of both population and
employment. With this growth has come a significant increase in commuting patterns beiween the two
states, while at the same time, through traffic (including both passenger vehicles and heavy trucks) on the
area's expressways and arterials has experienced tremendous growth. Existing east-west routes north of the
Illiena Corridor, including I-80/1-94, 1-90 and U.8. 30, are currently carrying over 215,000 vehicles per day
between the two states. The Borman Expressway (I-80/1-94) alone at its heaviest point carries a daily
volume of over 155,000 vehicles. As the volome of traffic grows, congestion increases, resulting in delay
to passenger vehicles and the movement of freight. Because the Chicago region serves as the freight hub of
the Midwest, the delays on our roadways ultimately have an impact on the economy of both our region and

the nation.

Since the Illiana Expressway was initially proposed, its potential alignment has been pushed further south
as development threatens potential right-of-way for the corridor. As the corridor moves further from the
urban areg, it faces the risk of becoming less effective in providing relief to the congested east-west
roadways thet exist to the north. It is therefore essential thet project development studies begin in the very
near foture in order to provide a mechanism for preserving a corridor for the expressway before it once

again becomes threatened.

"Best Little Village of lllinois”



By receiving the designation of “Corridor of the Future”, the Illiana project will have an opportunity to
become eligible for certain benefits that will expedite the project development process. These benefits,
including streamlined environmental review and permitting, innovative financing, and access to U.S. DOT
experts for assistance in moving the project forward, could shave years off the project timeline. This would
enable the Illiana Expressway to be constructed, operational and reaping the benefits of enhanced safety,
reduced congestion and economic epportunities that will result from the ability to move peaple and freight
more freely to, from, within and through the region.

I strongly encourage your approval of the Illiana Expressway and Freight Corridor for further development
in the Corridors of the Future Program. Your consideration of the application attached herewith will be

sincerely appreciated.

Respectfully f 7

ovia G, Evans
resident, Village of Riverdale
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May 10, 2007

Mr. James D. Ray

Chief Counsel

Federal Highway Administration
400 Seventh Street, W, Room 4213
Washingion, D.C. 20590

Dear Mr. Ray:

On behalf of the Chicago Southland Chamber of Commerce 1 would like to express my support for developmeni of
the Illiana Expressway and Freight Corridor, and in particular, the approval of this corrider for inclusion in the

Corridors of the Future Program.

The llliana Expressway has been identified in long-range plans for the bi-state region since the early 1900s, for the
purpose of providing a connection between the weslern and southern suburbs of Chicago and northwest Indiana. As
the Chicago region has expanded geographically over the decades, the portions of the region that are traversed by
the Illiana Corridor have grown rapidly in terms of both population and employment. With this growth has come &
significant increase in commuting patterns between the two states, while at the same time, through traffic (including
both passenger vehicles and heavy trucks) on the area’s expressways and arterials has experienced tremendous
growth. Existing easl-west routes north of the llliana Corridor, including 1-80/1-94, [-90 and U.S. 30, are currently
carrymg over 215,000 vehicles per day between the two states. The Borman Expressway (1-80/1-94) alone at its
heaviest point carries a daily volume of over 155,000 vehicles. As the volume of traffic grows, congestion
increases, resulting in delay o passenger vehicles and the movement of freight. Because the Chicago regicn serves
as the freight hub of the Midwest, the delays on our roadways ultimately have an impact on the economy of both our

region and the nation.

Since the llliana Expressway was initially proposed, its potential alignment has been pushed further south as
development threatens potential right-of-way for the corridor, As the corridor moves further from the urban area, it
faces the risk of becoming less effective in providing relief to the congested cast-west roadways thal exisl to the
north. Itis therefore essential that project development studies begin in the very near future in order 1o provide a
mechanism for preserving a corridor for the expressway before it once again becomes threatened.

By receiving the designation of “Corridor of the Future”, the [lliana project will have an opportunity to become
eligible for certain benefits that will expedite the project development process. These benefits, including
streamlined environmental review and permitting, innovative financing, and access to U.5. DOT experts for
assistance in moving the project forward, could shave years off the project timeline. This would enable the [liana
Expressway to be constructed, operational and reaping the benefits of enhanced safety, reduced congestion and
economic opportunities that will result from the ability to move people and freight more freely to, from, within and

through the region.

| strongly encourage your approval of the Illiana Expressway and Freight Corridor for further developmenl in the
Corridors of the Future Program. Your consideration of the application attached herewith will be sincerely

appreciated.
Respectfully,

@£7 4@

Sam Balark
Chairman of the Board
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May 24, 2007

Mr. James D. Ray

Chief Counsel

Federal Highway Administration
400 Seventh Street, SW, Room 4213
Washington, D.C. 20590

Dear Mr. Ray:

On behalf of CenterPoint Properties Trust, [ would like to express my support for development of
the Illiana Expressway and Freight Corridor, and in particular, the approval of this corridor for
inclusion in the Corridors of the Future Program. CenterPoint is the largest owner and
developer of industrial real estate in the region. Currently we own or control 47 million square
feet. We have also developed the two largest intermodal rail vards in the region, one in Elwood,
Illinois for BNSF and a Union Pacific facility in Rochelle, Illinois. Recently, we announced plans
to build a third, comparable facility in Crete, [llinois. Together, these facilities can accommodate
millions of containers, carrying freight critical to the regional economy. In our view, the Illiana
Expressway is a critical piece of the region’s infrastructure and absolutely necessary to
accommodate the growth in container freight that will move by truck once delivered.

The [lliana Expressway has been identified in long-range plans for the bi-state region since the
early 1900s, for the purpose of providing a connection between the western and southern suburbs
of Chicago and northwest Indiana. As the Chicago region has expanded geographically over the
decades, the portions of the region that are traversed by the Illiana Corridor have grown rapidly
in terms of both population and employment. With this growth has come a significant increase
in commuting patterns between the two states, while at the same time, through traffic (including
both passenger vehicles and heavy trucks) on the area’s expressways and arterials has
experienced tremendous growth. Existing east-west routes north of the Illiana Corridor,
including 1-80/1-94, [-90 and U.S. 30, are currently carrying over 215,000 vehicles per day between
the two states. The Borman Expressway (I-80/1-94) alone at its heaviest point carries a daily
volume of over 155,000 vehicles. As the volume of traffic grows, congestion increases, resulting
in delay to passenger vehicles and the movement of freight. Because the Chicago region serves as
the freight hub of the Midwest, the delays on our roadways ultimately have an impact on the
economy of both our region and the nation.

Since the Illiana Expressway was initially proposed, its potential alignment has been pushed
further south as development threatens potential right-of-way for the corridor. As the corridor
moves further from the urban area, it faces the risk of becoming less effective in providing relief
to the congested east-west roadways that exist to the north. It is therefore essential that project

Where Indusiry Works



development studies begin in the very near future in order to provide a mechanism for
preserving a corridor for the expressway before it once again becomes threatened.

By receiving the designation of “Corridor of the Future”, the [lliana project will have an
opportunity to become eligible for certain benefits that will expedite the project development
process. These benefits, including streamlined environmental review and permitting, innovative
financing, and access to U.S. DOT experts for assistance in moving the project forward, could
shave years off the project timeline. This would enable the Illiana Expressway to be constructed,
operational and reaping the benefits of enhanced safety, reduced congestion and economic
opportunities that will result from the ability to move people and freight more freely to, from,
within and through the region.

1 strongly encourage your approval of the Illiana Expressway and Freight Corridor for further
development in the Corridors of the Future Program. Your consideration of the application
attached herewith will be sincerely appreciated.

Paul S. Fisher
President





